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V. An AbJlraSl with fome Refle&ions on a new 
Account of Eaft-lndia and Perfia, in Eight 
Letters, being Nine Tears Travels, begun 
1672. and jinifhed 1681, Sec. By John 
Fryer, M. D. Cantabrig- and Fellow of the 
Royal Society. Printed for R. Chiiwel at the 
Hole and Grown in St. Paul / Church-Tard. 
1698. 

H OW much the Geography of the prefent Age fur- 
pafles that of the Ancients, is fufficiently known 
to all fuch as have been at the trouble to examine and 
compare them ; and that not only for the Number and 
Quantity of the Habitable and Inhabited Countriesof the 
World ; but for the more exadb Limitations and Boun¬ 
daries of them ; and for the more particular Account of 
the Nature and Products of the Countries themfelves,- 
that is, of the Nature of the Soyl, and of the Animals, 
Vegetables and Minerals it produceth and yields, and of 
the Men that inhabit each, their Shape, their Genius, 
Manners, Cuftoms, Lays, Governments, Arts, Inven¬ 
tions, Trades and Manufactures, and whatever elfe is of 
Significancy to be known concerning them. For this in 
a great meafure we are beholding to fuch Ingenious Spi¬ 
rits as this our Author, w ho have had the Curi- 
ofity not only to travel, view, and inform themfelves 
in the Places where they are, but alio the Induflry to re¬ 
cord them in writing, whiift yet feih in their Memory, 
and the good Nature to communicate them in Print for 
the Ufe of the Pubiick. Of this Kind we have had of 
late Years many eminent Infances of our own 
Countrymen, concerning the In-land parts, as Cap¬ 
tain 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 







C 339 3 

tain .. Smith, Mr. Herbert, Mr. Sands, Sir Tho. Row » 
Mr. Gage Mw L'gon, MrJVillouhby, M r. Ray, Sir George 
Wheeler ^ Captain Knox:, Mr Dumpire, and divers others, 
and now hilly this of theprdcm Author, who notwith- 
ftanding feveral Writers had been before him, yet few 
having been in thole Parts where he had been, at leaft 
had not flayed there fo long as he did, has offered 
divers Novelties either paffed over, or not fo particularly 
obferved by them as he has done. His Method of De¬ 
livery is not bounded by the narrow Limits of an Hifto- 
rian, nor loofely Extravagant like Poetick Fidfion, but 
faked to Time and Place, fo as to manifefl his Diligence 
in obferving and colle&ing, and his Sincerity in compi¬ 
ling what may affift the next Adventurers, and fatisfy 
the prefent Enquirers. He has divided the whole Difc 
courfeinto Eight Letters, written to a Friend, and dated 
from feveral Parts where he then was. The Fir ft gives 
an Account of his Voyage from England till he arrived 
at Eombaim , which was a juft Year or Twelve Months ; 
taking notice of what occur’d remarkable at Sea, or on 
the Shoars and Places w here he Landed, as at St. Jago 
(which he more particularly deferibes) as alfo Johanna. 
Then Mechlapatan [where he takes occafion to deferibe 
the Kingdom and prefent Eftate of Golconda , and the. 
manner of living of the Ea(l India Company’s Fadtors 
at that Place, the Climate, Soy!, Temper of the Air 
and Seafons, the Animals and Vegetables,* the Inhabi¬ 
tants, (Moors and Gentucs,) their feveral Cuftoms and 
Natures, their Trades, Employments and Arts, their 
Language, Writing, Religions, Laws, and Puniihments, 
(one of which, though Tragical, is fomewhat Comical, 
by a Drink compounded of Bang and Deutro ) their Ser¬ 
vants and Beafts for Service as well as Food; and here 
he deferibes more particularly the Elephants]. After this 
he deferibes Fort St. George and Maderas , the Eftate of 
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the Enylifh there and that of the other Inhabitants,* and 
by the way gives an Account of the Chinam cr Beteie; 
then the City of St. Thomas (and a fort o, Cnr;Uians thCre) 
then Trehietore (and here takes oecalion to relate tome 
Conceits of our Engltjh with the Dutch, then at Wars 
with us) and then proceeds to a Delcuption of the Air 
and Seaions, the Monfoons, and Rains, and Storms ufu- 
al io thofe Parts,* taking notice of ftrange colour’d 
Fillies in the Sea, and Tuttecory on the Land, and aifo 
of tiie prodigious Ridge of the Mountain Gates, extend¬ 
ing North and South Nine Hundred Miles, and fevering 
the Coaft of Coromandel from that of Malabar, and ter¬ 
minated by the Promontory or Cape of Comorine*, af¬ 
ter the palling of which he defcnbes the Malabar and 
Canatick Coaft as far as Bomhaim : Here he relates a 
ft range Phenomenon- of a Shole of Pilchards palling by, 
that gave a Light bright enough to read a final! Print by 
it. He takes notice of Carmpoly (whence we formerly 
had Pepper) ? then of Cochin , then T&nore , which he 
more particularly defcribes; then Calicut ; then Phalo- 
pat an, where he took Boat and rowed up the River to 
Cutty Cony (then rdigned to the Englijh where they 
have a Fort). Being return’d they palled Northward, 
leaving the Malabar Coaft and entring the Canatick they 
Anchored and Landed at Omr % from thence they went 
toMiria, where they Jaded Pepper, Saltpeter and Setefe- 
Nuts. Then palled Cartvar, Goa> Rajapore and faftly 
arrived at Bomhaim , lying in 18 0 . 40'. whole Bay he 
Defcribes and thence Dates this Firft Letter. 

In his Second Letter he gives a more particular Ac¬ 
count of the llland of Bombay , one of the Iftands of Sal- 
fet lying in the middle between Goa and Surat. This 
llland and a great Quantity of the low Lands, he oi> 
ferves has been rais’d out of the Sea, for that the Rocks 
many Miles up the Country, are beftuck with Oyffcr- 
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Shells and other Trophies of the Sea. Here he gives a 
Hiftory of it how it came into the Pofleflion of the Eng- 
HJbjZnd of the Eaji-India Company, and of what import 
it is to them with refpuSt to their Trade, &c. 

Then he furveys Canorine, an Ifland lying near Bom- 
laim, and there deferjbes prodigious Works of Antiqui¬ 
ty cut out of the Rocks. From hence he vifits Bafcin, 
a City of the Portugals, which he deferibes with the 
Rcrmrkables taken notice of in his going and returning, 
among which, at Elephanto was an Idol Temple cut out 
oT a Rock as the former. 

Next he relates the Occurrences that he took notice of 
in his Journey with an Embafly fent to Sevagi , whofe 
refidem e was on a very high Hill, call’d, Rairee , inacceP 
fible but only by one narrow way. By the by he relates 
the Ceremonies of crowning the Raya. 

From hence he pafles to Svoally, the Port of Surat , 
which he deferibes, and the Company’s Fa&ory in that 
Place j and takes notice of the Valour and Succefs of a 
Preficent there in repuifmg the Power of Sevagi, and 
dates his Letter from Surat, Jan . 15. 167^. 

In his Third Lt ter he gives a more particular and more 
full Account of Surat, and its Inhabitants, and firfl takes 
Nt <tice of Mufleimtn-Beggars, ready to do Mifchief, 
and of Scuman, or Soldiers being drunk with Sang mix¬ 
ed with Milk. Then he deferibes the other Inhabitants, 
their Houles, Cuftoms, Ht .tthea end Mahometan Rites, 
their Way of Entertaining, Diet* Coaching,Religious Ce¬ 
remonies, Marriages, Burials, &c. then the Vagabond 
Fakkrs, or Holy Men, the Peft of the Place, then the 
Magiitrates, ‘Mints, Markets, Fortifications, Soldiers, 
Mofchs, Caravan^' as, Siaides, &c. Without the Town,, 
lie deferibes the Tombs of the EngUJh, Dutch and Arms* 
mans,French, Muileimen,Pilgrims,Hea* kens ^ and hec he 
mentions iheuf/'kii*n,orHeai:hen Prieils,and their itt anga 
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and ridiculous Rites and Cuftoms. Then he defcribes 
their Tanks, Grottoes, Gardens, the Flowers and Plants; 
as the Cotton-Tree, Bang, Alluh, (or a Spectnck Bark 
for all Fluxes,) the Senfibie Plant, Milk Bufhes, Sugar- 
Canes, Tobacco, &c. And laftly, he deteribes the Ri¬ 
ver, and its commodioufnefs for Shipping though they 
have few Ships of their own, and thole managed by un¬ 
skilful Navigators; nor will the Dutch permit them to be 
taught, leaft they Ihould prove Enemies: And then by 
the way he relates the Story of the late Revolution at 
Bantam ; after which he proceeds to delcribe their Solem¬ 
nities, on Religious Accounts, their Sports and Recreati¬ 
ons, the Education of their Children, their Trade, and 
particularly their Jewellers. Then he defcribes their Di- 
feafes and ways of curing : by the way, he mentions 
feme Rarities in the Englifh Factory, amengft other lome 
Pidgeons, Champore Cocks, White calling a little Yellow 
Amadavad- Birds ; nor does he omit to defcribe the Ver¬ 
min they are troubled with, as, Rats as big as our Pigs, 
burrowing under Houfes; Mongoofe, a fort of Ferret; 
Musk*Rats; Guianaes; alfoCentipedes, Scorpions, vaft 
Spiders, poyfenous Snakes, Crocodiles: then he defcribes 
the Parfeys what they are, their worshiping the Sun,; 
their expofing their Dead to be devoured by Birds, their 
Manner of Living, Their Breeding milk w hite Oxen and 
Buffalas; and by the way he defcribes a fort of Bird call’d 
a Columbine, making a Noife like a Bittern: and con¬ 
cludes this Sedition with an Account of the Convenien¬ 
ces the Place affords for the Building Ships, as vaft 
Quantities of Timber, Damar, Cair-yarn, besides good 
Flax and Hemp, and Iron from the Mountains of the 
South, fo that for Trade, no Place in India can equal 
Surat. In his next Sedition he relates his Paftage from 
Surat to Bomhaim, and thence to Jenea • by the w'ay he 
defcribes a vaft Turtle or Tortoife, and divers ocher re¬ 
markable 
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markable Occurrences in palling the Mountains, and fe- 
veral Towns and Villages. At Jenea he is introduc’d to 
the Nabob’s Prelence, where he underflands what he was 
lent for,which was to vifit fame Patients, viz. one of his 
Wives in th eHaram theCircumftances of which he relates 
together with aDefcription of ihcWomen&nd their Manner 
of Living in that Reciufe ; the other Patient was Brother 
of the Nobob ; he flayed here and vifited leveral Places, 
as an Emperor’s Pallace gone to decay, then.an ancient 
City called, Dunginejfe, cut out of a Mountainous Reck, 
with a Temple and other fpacious Halls, not inferior for 
Antiquity, Workmanlhip, Water, and other Conveni- 
encies to thote of Camrine, now left a defolate Habitati¬ 
on for Bats and Wafps. From hence he deferibes his A> 
cent to the Top of a Hill acaffible but by Seven Gates, 
where the Nabob’s Brother was Governour ; where how 
he was treated, and what elfe he took notice of he re¬ 
lates, as great Granaries hewed out of Stone, atfirflfup- 
pofed for feme Religious Use, becaufe of their delicate 
ingraving; there are ieveral Tanks fill’d with Butter of 
Four Hundred Years Handing, prized by the Gentiles as 
high as Gold for its Venue to cure old Aches and fore 
Eyes, a prefent of feme of which taken cut of one of 
them opened on purpofe, was made him, being a black 
itinking vifeous Balfom ; there were alfo Tanks for Wa¬ 
ter, alfo Two unfhapen Sakers, each z2 Foot long out 
of which not long before, a Bullet Shot had kill’d a Ra¬ 
jah at Two Courle off, which made a Bonfire of Two of 
his Ladies, and Twenty Domeflicks to attend him in ano¬ 
ther World, as his Phyfician, Barber, Wafherman, Horfe- 
keeper,(#c. a ufual Heathen Cuflom.Defcending in his re¬ 
turn he obferved many Dens and Caverns cut out of the 
Rocks, which he believes to be the Works of fome Zea¬ 
lots in former Ages : In another Place he takes notice of 
a fort of fhining Flies, which made a Tree look as if all 



( 344 ) 

in a Flame,and which prefently would receive its native 
Verdure,at which his Coolyes were afrightned.ln a Third 
he takes notice of Frogs of a prodigious Magnitude, as 
alfo of a Tree called the Nury-tree, which always Blof* 
foms in the Night, and feeds them foon after Sun Rifing. 
He defcribes alfo the Moor Priefts, their Mosks and Ser¬ 
vice in them: and laft of all his Arrival at Bombaim, 
whence he dates his Letter, Sept . zz. 

’fis very remarkable in thefe Letters, that the Au¬ 
thor has given us fo many Inftances of thofe Prodigious 
Works of Antiquity, of cutting fuch vaft Tempies or 
Rooms out of the natural Rock, which feems to have 
much out-lafted the Hiftory of the Authors of them, 
and poflibly all other Heathen Hiftory j the Grandure 
and Magnificence of them leeming to fpeak them to 
have been of the firft, and now unknown Ages of the 
World, luch as were alfo the Pyramids of Mgypt, and 
the Labyrinths, concerning which we have no true Re¬ 
cords, but only feme conjectural Fi&ions, or groundless 
Traditions. But indeed bf the two, thefe Subterraneous 
Cavities feem to be of the greateft Antiquity and Poffibly 
to have given ccafion to conftrud the Superterranean 
Fabricks, for a probable t hat the Har oi the Climate 
where they > ere firft begun, and -h natural Cavities 
in she Mo^ o.ams and Rocks m ght admmtfter the firft 
Occafion of the artificial making of rh m, and that was 
in Probability firft done by t he /^Ethiopians , who were 
the Inftrudors and Tutors to the /.Egyptians , from whom 
they received their Hieroglyphicks, as isieftifiedby Di¬ 
odorus Siculus. Now the /Ethiopians inhabiting a Cli¬ 
mate fo very hot, could not well tolerate the Mid-day- 
Heats, without flickering themfelves under the Shade of 
feme Trees or Rocks, till the Violence tm reof was aba¬ 
ted ; and that Country, iffpeckliy the Higher y Ethiopia , 
affording many natural Caverns in the Mountains, which 

muff 



( 34? ) 

muft neceflarily bemoft refre/hing in the Hotttft Seatons* 
by reafbn of the Exclufion of the Sun* Beams, and by rea- 
fon of the Body of Stone or Earth over their Heads; as 
may be manifeitiy experimented here in Churches Vault¬ 
ed with Stone, and much more in Vaults under Ground. 
Theie Caverns in probability invited the Natives there to 
fhelter themfelves, and that might put tome of the bet¬ 
ter fort, or the Princes, to make ufe of Art, to fit and 
make them more convenient for Ufe, and by degrees tor 
Ornament, and by further Degrees for Religious or Su¬ 
perfluous Ufes; for fuch we are inform’d were the Pla¬ 
ces where the Sybilline Oracles were delivered, and by 
degrees for Sepulture, fuch as the Guanches in Teneriff 
have appropriated to their Anceftors, and fuch as the 
/Egyptians made ufe of for Repofitories of their Mum- 
meys ; and fuch a!fo feem to have been the Wells and 
Grottoes for the Mummeys, the Labyrinths and the Sub¬ 
terranean Temples of /Egypt. Now as the natural Subter¬ 
raneous Caves feem to have been the Occafion of all 
thefe artificial ones, and their Embelifhments under the 
Ground, fo the great Rocks, Mafles of Stone and 
Mountains, feem to have given the Occafion oi fhaping 
and cutting of them into leveral Forms, for feveral De- 
figns; filch I conceive were the Rocks fhaped into a 
Sphynxes Head in y Egypt , and the Two Rows of Rooms 
on Two Sides of a Square for the great Pyramid; and 
the cafing of fuch a fhaped Rock with Afhker or Blocks 
of other Stone, made the great Pyramid it felfi Now 
in Probability this Practice was from /Egypt fpread far 
and near into the Eaft, together with Idolatry, Super- 
ftition, and other Heathenifh Rites and Cuftoms, and 
there are, it feems, many Relids of them remaining to 
this Day in thefe Places. But befides thefe Remainders 
of Antiquity in thefe Wefcern Parts, of Afia and /Egypt , 
we find they were not wanting in the Eafternmofl Parts 
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of Jfia likewife, who have as good Reafon to pretend to 
Antiquity, and poflibly much better than Mgypt, /Ethi -- 
opia, Chaldea, &c» for that we are inform’d by die De- 
(criptions of the vaft Empire of China , that they have 
many Mountains formed by Art into various Snapes, 
that they have and do ftili make ufe of inacceffible Moun¬ 
tains for theirSaie-guard againft Incurfions and Invadings 
of their Enemies, and for living quiet and lecure from 
their Foreign Difturbers; for which Ufe feme of thefe 
mentioned by the Dodfor, do manifeftiy feem to have 
been occasioned. Befides, vve find that the Heathen 
Priefts did much affect to make ufe of the Tops of Hilis 
and Mountains, and the Caverns and Caves of Rocks 
and Hilis, for the places of their Idolatrous Worihip, 
and for delivering of their Oracles ,• for which, ’cis not 
unlikely but that fome of thefe were at firft defign’d, 
though they have been fince deferred or converted to 
other Ufes. 

But to leave thefe Enquiries to the Scrutiny and Judg¬ 
ment of more knowing Antiquaries, I fhall proceed to 
give fome farther Account of the Contents of his other 
Letters. In his Fourth Letter, there he gives an Account 
of the Canatick Country; and firffc he delcribes Carwar, 
and the Fleet of Sevagi there: next Goa, and all that is 
remarkable in and about that City; then an Excurfion to 
Gocourn, where he relates the ft range Rites of a Heathen 
Solemnity, and adds a Difcourfe of the bordering Princes 
and Governments.as alfo of the wild Beafts of the Woods , 
as Tigers, Apes, &c. and of the Trees and Fruits, as 
the Bamboos , Cajfia Fiflula, Tamarind-Tree , Indian 
Oak, Mux Vomica, Mangoes, Cherufes, Ananas, &c. 
then adds a fummary Dtfcripuon of the whole Country, 
and its Produces in general, as of its Mountains, Plains, 
Woods, Rivers, the Minerals, Vegetables, Animals, the 
People and their Ccnftirutions, and Cuftoms, Houfing, 
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Cloathing, Diet, their Occupations, and Mly, a very 
particular Account of their Weights, Meafures, and 
Coy ns, in which he has amafled together fo many Re- 
ma kables, that ’tis very difficult to give an Abftrafr or 
Epitomy of them. 

in his Fifth Letter he gives an Account of his leaving 
this Country, and his failing to Per(ia, and landing at 
Gembroon, relating all the Particulars he remarkt in his 
Voyage; and after a Description of this Place, he relates 
the Particulars he obferved in his Travels by Land to 
Sir as, and then to Perfepolis or Chalminor, both which 
he defcribes, a d a multitude of curious Obfervations 
which he took lotice of by the way: from thence he re¬ 
lates his Prog tfs into Parthia, and fo to Spahan, where 
he defcribcs ai: that is remarkable in and about that City,, 
as at Jelfa a part of its Suburbs, where live Six Thoui'and 
Families of Armenians, (bme French Artizans, and the 
ancient Gahers, Gauraas, or true old Perfians, (whofe pre- 
fenc Condition he relates) as alfo that of the Armenians 
and Georgians , and all their Religious Rites and Ceremo¬ 
nies ; in the Place it (elf he firft defcribcs the Emperor’s 
Palace and the Rareties thereof, together with the Diver- 
tifements; and adds a Catalogue of Plants he found there 
to flourith, with the Times and Nature of the Seafons: 
Then he relates his Journey to Gmbroom , in the W’inter, 
and his Return to Spahan in the Spring; and then his 
Voyage to Congo for Pearl, all whofe Sorts he defcribcs 
with their Values, &c. 

After this he gives a more full and particular Account 
of the prefent State of all Perfta, both Geographical,, 
and Political, ccmprifmg the Natural and Civil Kiftory 
thereof, and that more fully than 1 have met with in 
any other Author. 
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His Sixth and Seventh Letters give an Account of Come 
Broils and Revolutions that happened in and about Surat, 
during bis flay there, and a further Account of the 
Great Mogul and his Actions and Power. 

His Eighth Letter is a Journal of his Voyage in his 
Return to England, wherein he relates the Hiftory of St. 
Helena , and delcribes the Ifland of Afcenjion more par¬ 
ticularly than I have elfewhere found it ; and laft of all, 
his Landing in Kent, Augufl the xoth. 1681. from 
whence he dates his laft Letter. 
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